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for the restoration of order. The capital was for a time in
serious danger, from which it was only saved by the opportune
arrival of reinforcements from the north, who cut their way
into the place but were unable to raise the siege. The assembly
of the relief column could be effected but slowly, and it was not
till some three months after the first outbreak that Willcocks
was able to set out from Bekwai with some 1500 men. Prior
to this the Resident, with part of the Kumasi garrison, had left
the city and made his way with great peril and hardship to
safety at Elinina; and those left behind were literally at the
last gasp when saved by the arrival of the relief force, which, by
skilful manoeuvring, had got through with little fighting.
Returning to Bekwai, Willcocks now despatched flying columns
in all directions to destroy the various nests of rebels, which
was effected after a number of small combats with armed enemy
bands. Finally, at the end of September, the Ashantis were
crushed in a decisive action, and the complete pacification of
the country quickly ensued. A year later Ashanti was definitely
annexed by us.
4. Other West-African Campaigns, 1891-1906.—In Gambia,
which had become a Crown colony as early as 1843 ; in
northern and southern Nigeria, which, after it had been
colonised by a Chartered Company in 1886, became two
separate protectorates in 1900; and in Sierra Leone, our
possession of which dates from the late eighteenth century,
various small expeditions, all of an exploring or punitive nature,
took place between 1891 and 1906. There were two such
campaigns in Gambia, in 1891-1892 and in 1901, and one in
Sierra Leone in 1899. Nigeria, less explored and more
turbulent, proved more troublesome to pacify, and forces had
to be employed in this work almost constantly from 1899 to
1906, the full tale of these little expeditions numbering in all
over forty. All were carried through by locally raised West
African troops under British officers. Space forbids any
detailed description of the incidents of these prolonged and
laborious operations, which, after some vicissitudes, culminated
bv 1906 in the successful opening up of the Niger territory
aid its hinterland and the enforcement of British authority
throughout the country.
IV. campaigns in sooth africa, 1877-1896
i\ The last Kaffir War, 1877-1878.—The ninth and last
of the long series of our wars with the Kaffirs, who had been
constantly at feud with us from the time of our first occupation
of South African territory in the Napoleonic epoch, broke out
s

